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Abstract 17

Redefining Common Defects Leading to Marital Annulment
with Emphasis on the Human Dimensions of the Spouses

Mohammad Amin Maleki !
Naghi Aghazadeh 2
The annulment of marriage on account of defects constitutes a right
granted to the spouses in Imamiyya jurisprudence, enabling them to
exercise their inherent and human entitlements. Among these, some
defects, being common to both spouses, grant either spouse the right of
annulment, and are therefore referred to as “shared defects.” According to
the prevailing view among jurists, insanity is the only defect that, if present
in either party to the marriage, entitles the other party to annul the marriage.
The Civil Code, in this regard, follows the prevailing view among jurists.
In contrast to the prevailing view, some other jurists hold that two diseases,
vitiligo and leprosy, also constitute shared defects. The present study,
employing a descriptive and analytical approach and utilizing primary
library sources, critiques the prevailing view among jurists and elucidates
the minority opinion advocating the expansion of shared defects leading to
annulment in favor of women, considering this view to be more aligned
with the justice-oriented spirit of Islamic law and the enactment of laws
based on humanity rather than gender.It is proposed that, in order to
safeguard the rights of the wife, the relevant legal provisions be amended
to include, in addition to the requirement of the husband’s freedom from
the aforementioned diseases, appropriate safeguards.
Keywords: Shared Defects, Annulment of Marriage, Vitiligo, Leprosy,
Insanity, the Rights of the Wife.

1. Assistant Professor, University of Judicial Sciences and Administrative Services,
Tehran, Iran.
2. Assistant Professor, Imam Hossein University, Tehran, Iran.



16 Religious Anthropology

Hierarchical Superiority or Equality of Men and Women from the
Qur’anic Perspective

Abbas Dadseresht*
Islam regards men and women as two categories of a single reality,
recognizing a shared human essence for both and minor differences in
certain rulings and rights can by no means serve as a basis for any
hierarchical superiority between them. Before God, women and men are
equal in terms of humanity and divine values and “Natural differences,
along with the diversity and variations in their temperaments and
capacities, stem from their distinct roles; these divergent features in no
way signify any disparity in their intrinsic value.” This study, employing
a descriptive-analytical method, concludes—after presenting,
examining, and critiquing the Qur’anic arguments of those who advocate
the hierarchical superiority of men over women—that women possess an
independent existence equal in rank to that of men. The so-called
evidences cited by proponents of unequal ranking between men and
women merely indicate physical and psychological differences, which in
turn account for variations in their individual and social responsibilities.
These distinctions, however, bear no relation to their human essence and
therefore cannot justify any hierarchical superiority of one over the other.
Keywords: Superiority of Men, Equality of Women and Men, Status of
Women and Me.

1. Assistant Professor, Shahid Mahallati Higher Education Complex, Qom, Iran.



Abstract 15

A Critical Analysis of the Implications of Gender Equality in the
2030 Agenda for Women in Light of the Qur’anic Verses

Adineh Asgharinejad Kaysami *
Hamidreza Hajibabaei 2
Zahra Rezazadeh Askari 3
The protection of women’s rights has been a major concern for international
organizations over recent decades.The fifth goal of the 2030 Sustainable
Development Agenda is dedicated to “gender equality and the empowerment of
women and girls.” Since “empowerment” and all subsidiary targets under the fifth
goal are rooted in “gender equality,” gender equality serves as the central pillar
for achieving all the objectives of the 2030 Agenda. UN Women, by conceptually
expanding gender equality, introduces new concepts and applications into the
Agenda, which are not immediately apparent in the text but serve as benchmarks
for international monitoring and accountability of states. The aim of this article is
to identify the actual implications of gender equality, based on its extended
components for women, and it has been conducted through a documentary
method combined with critical analysis. The findings reveal that, while gender
equality ostensibly promises beneficial outcomes for women worldwide, in
practice it leads to the erosion of women’s human dignity, the weakening of the
family structure, the imposition of additional responsibilities on women in society
regardless of their interests and capabilities, as well as heightened poverty,
reduced health and security, thereby generating new individual and social
challenges for women. In contrast, the Qur’anic approach—grounded in the
principle of “gender justice”—articulates women’s inherent human worth,
reinforces their roles as wives and mothers within the family, and delineates
social, political, and economic rights tailored to their nature, thereby offering a far
more effective and sustainable model.
Keywords: Gender Equality; 2030 Agenda; Implications for Women;
Women in the Qur’an.
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A Critique of von Hayek's Epistemology in Explaining
"Freedom™: Providing Evidence from Islam

Gholamhossein Bageri *
Ali Shirkhani ?
Mohammad Torabi 3
Friedrich von Hayek was one of the twentieth-century thinkers in the West
whose theories on human freedom are widely referenced in the fields of
sociology, economics, and politics. Accordingly, the present study seeks
to conduct a meta-analysis of Hayek’s works and a systematic review of
related critiques and analyses. In doing so, it aims to examine the
philosophical foundations of Hayek’s thought, critique his epistemology
and anthropology of the free human, and explore Islam’s perspective on
the key propositions of his theory regarding the construction of human
freedom. Additionally, the findings indicate that Hayek’s instrumentalist
view of freedom, his positivist approach to defining freedom through
human-environment interaction, his failure to distinguish between
freedom, liberation, and willpower, and his neglect of the role of reasoning
and human thought in determinism and formation are in radical conflict
with Islamic principles. The results of the meta-analysis indicated that the
omission of the faculty of reasoning in understanding phenomena, the
analogy between human society and biological self-organizing systems,
the comparison of human nature with an organism, the physical and
phenomenological explanation of psychology, and an inadequate
interpretation of the conscious mind, all present epistemological and
anthropological deficiencies. Furthermore, the findings indicate that
Hayek’s view of freedom as merely a means, his determination of the
source of freedom through the positivistic interaction of humans with the
environment, his failure to distinguish between freedom, liberation, and
free will, and his disregard for the role of reasoning and human thought in
determinism and formation, all stand in radical contrast to Islam.
Keywords: Human, Freedom, Islam, Hayek, Spontaneous Order,
Liberalism.

1. PhD Candidate, Islamic Azad University, Qom, Iran.
2. Professor of Islamic Azad University, Qom, Iran.
3. Associate Professor, Islamic Azad University, Qom, Iran.



Abstract 13

The Functions of Tolerance in the Development of Civilization-
Building Humans As Viewed by Shahid Motahhari

Mohammad Dehghan ?
In Islamic civilization-building, the human being is introduced as the
most fundamental principle. Humans differ in terms of their talents and
capacities, and the existence of such differences provides abundant
potentials for civilization-building. This study aims to elucidate the role
of tolerance in the development of civilization-building humans as
viewed by Motahhari. Adopting an interdisciplinary approach, it
examines the systematic relationship between two variables:
tolerance—with its components of acceptance of differences, cognitive
flexibility, and constructive dialogue—and Islamic civilization,
characterized by scientific progress, social cohesion, and the
application of reflective thinking across all domains. The main research
question is: What is Motahhari’s perspective on the functions of
tolerance and its impact on the development of civilization-building
humans? Using a descriptive-analytical method and an interpretive-
analytical approach, this issue has been pursued, and the findings
indicate that, in his thought, tolerance facilitates human progress along
the path of civilization-building through processes of rationalization,
cohesion, scientific innovation, religious reform, and civilizational
interaction.
Keywords: Islam, Human, Development, Civilization, Motahhari,
Tolerance, Convergence.
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Cognitive Modeling and Its Relation to the Human Soul

Seyed Ali Marashi ?
What are the similarities and differences between artificial models of
intelligence and computing and human cognitive perceptions? This is a
question worthy of serious reflection. This article explains that
information processing in computers, artificial intelligence, and also the
human brain takes place through electrical codings and formal
processing, rather than semantic processing. Moreover, artificial
intelligence and the human brain, in themselves, lack self-awareness.
However, our phenomenal experience testifies to the existence of self-
awareness, the perception of meaning and concept, as well as free will.
These experiences cannot be explained on the basis of brain function.
Therefore, the dualists’ view, which holds that humans possess a realm
called the human soul, is realistic. Quantum entanglement in the
subatomic particles of the brain, which has been proposed to explain
the unity of consciousness, is insufficient for two reasons: First, the
conditions for quantum entanglement are not present in the brain
Second, mental activities are diverse and contrary to the requirements
of quantum entanglement. However, based on the theologians’ theory,
if the human soul is regarded as a subtle body, the possibility of
quantum entanglement in its fundamental particles exists. On the other
hand, mental information processes that occur in the brain and have
more or less known mechanisms should not be attributed to the human
soul, so that no undue grounds for denying the human soul may arise.
The mind is distinct from the human soul and is the higher function of
the brain, while the human soul should be regarded as the user of the
brain and the mind, giving meaning to the mind and serving as the
source of the phenomenon of self-awareness. Moreover, will and free
choice should not be conflated, since will can be realized due to
deterministic causes. The mind is the source of will, whereas the human
soul is the source of free choice.
Keywords: Brain, Mind, Cognitive Modeling, Consciousness, Soul.
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The Epistemological Evolution of the Levels of Revelation in the
Qur’an: A Developmental Psychology Approach

Maryam Al-Sadat Navabi Qomsari !
Abazar Kafi-Mousavi 2
The study of the levels of revelation in the Qur’anic verses and the Old and
New Testaments reveals an evolutionary trajectory which, across different
historical periods, has manifested in diverse forms and, over time, has been
realized in more complete forms. Observing such an evolutionary
progression in the levels of revelation raises the question of whether the
diverse forms of revelation which began in a simple and concrete mode in
the Torah and, over time, culminated in more transcendent forms at the
time of the Final Prophethood are related to the stages of human cognition.
And can the cognitive development that developmental psychology
attributes to humans also be considered for human history? Based on
developmental psychology, an analysis of Qur’anic verses and exegetical
traditions indicates that humanity, over the course of time, has passed
through three stages of thought concrete, concrete abstract, and abstract
and that, correspondingly, revelation to the prophets and their methods of
proclamation assumed new forms in each stage. Due to the predominance
of sensory-concrete thinking among human beings in the era of the
prophets preceding Moses, revelation was mostly conveyed to them
through dreams and visions, and their method of preaching was disputation
at the sensory-concrete level. From the time of Moses, with the emergence
of abstract thinking and humanity’s effort to transcend concrete thought,
revelation assumed a higher form, finding a distinctive place in God’s
speech to His prophet in the form of exhortation. With the maturation of
human reason in the era of finality and the increasing abstraction of the
concept of God, the angel of revelation assumed the role of mediator, and
rational reflection came to prevail as the authoritative method over the
Prophet’s mode of invitation.
Keywords: Epistemology, Levels of Revelation, Developmental
Theory, Stages of Religious Knowledge.
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A Conceptual Metaphor Perspective on the Concepts of Death
and Life in Sahifah Sajjadiyah

Elham lzadi !
Leila Hashemian 2
Nasim Mohtashami Rad 3
Understanding abstract concepts is challenging for humans without the
use of concrete concepts. For this purpose, human language employs
conceptual metaphors. In other words, one of the primary linguistic
tools of humans, which is widely entrenched in their language, is the
conceptual metaphor. Death and life are among the abstract concepts
that humans rely on concrete domains to elucidate. This study was
conducted using a descriptive-analytical approach and data were
collected through library-based methods. The aim is to identify which
conceptual metaphors are employed in the target domain of death and
life in Sahifah Sajjadiyah and to determine the primary source domain
for these two concepts in this valuable text. The results of a detailed
examination of the prayers in Sahifah Sajjadiyah reveal that a total of
ten domains have been identified for these two concepts, of which seven
pertain to death and three to life. The most frequently used source
domains for these two concepts are the metaphors of journey and
destination, indicating that the concepts of death and life in Sahifah
Sajjadiyah exhibit a purposeful correspondence and alignment. Based
on these concepts, life is conceived as a path toward the ultimate goal,
which is the hereafter.
Keywords: Conceptual Metaphor, Death, Life, Sahifat al-Sajjadiyah,
Cognitive.
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The Factors Contributing to Human Moral Growth and
Perfection As Viewed by Farabi and Allameh Tabataba’l (a
Comparative Study)

Fereshteh Abolhasani Niyarki *
Saba Mota’ei 2
The present study examines the internal and external factors contributing to
moral growth and perfection in the thought of Farabi and Allameh
Tabataba’i. The research adopts a comparative method, aiming to describe
the points of convergence and divergence between the two perspectives and,
furthermore, to explain the underlying reasons for these differences based
on the foundational principles of the two thinkers. The perspectives of both
thinkers, in analyzing the factors of moral growth and perfection, can be
attributed to an interactive theory, namely the interplay of internal and
external factors. Regarding the external-social factors, the identified
elements are largely similar, except that those observed in Allameh
Tabataba’i’s works are more compatible with the structures of contemporary
societies. Regarding the role of society in the moral perfection of individuals,
Al-Farabi merely emphasized cooperation and mutual assistance among
people, as social beings, as a key to ethical development, whereas Allameh
Tabataba’i, going beyond this analysis, recognizes society as an entity
whose identity positively or negatively influences individuals’ morality. To
the extent that society, as an external factor, can prevail over intrapersonal
factors and exert influence upon them. This distinction stems from the
differing foundations of the two thinkers, wherein Allameh Tabataba’i’s
theory of ““social credits,” his contemporary analysis of “societal identity,”
and his distinct ontological and psychological principles are analyzed to
elucidate the reasons for this divergence in perspectives. Furthermore, the
article presents the author’s comparative evaluation of the strengths and
weaknesses of each theory, and reconstructs a model illustrating the
reciprocal influence of internal and external factors on human moral
perfection according to Allameh Tabataba’i.
Keywords: Moral Growth, Ethical Perfection, Internal And External
Factors, Farabi, Allameh Tabataba’i.
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Revisiting Qur’anic Verses Pertaining to the Identity-Forming
Constituents in the Definition of the Human Being

Seyed Mohammadreza Faghih Imani !
Mohammadreza Shahroudi 2
One of the major challenges in the study of the humanities is that these
sciences are founded upon non-divine and materialist philosophies,
which are based on regarding the human being as a mere animal and,
consequently, considering him irresponsible before Almighty God. The
present study, adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, in presenting
its final definition of the human being, goes beyond the classical and
well-known definition of “rational animal” as well as the more
advanced notion of “Divine Living Being” and considers the definition
of “Servant Living Being” as a step further and more precise than the
latter. For the mere articulation of a divinized life does not in itself
signify the true station of humanity; rather, it is the practical submission
arising from human will before the Source of Perfections, and man’s
servitude in the realm of worldly life, that constitutes the final definition
of the human being.The authors of this article maintain that only on the
basis of this definition can the human sciences guide the human being
toward his ultimate end, while at the same time securing his worldly
well-being and felicity in accordance with his servitudinal journey.
This, however, is conditional upon their attentiveness to the stages of
human life and the needs corresponding to them, and the acceptance of
the principles and foundations of divine law as their essential
framework, along with the adoption of a return-to-principles approach
in addressing the concrete issues arising in social life.
Keywords: Qur’anic Anthropology; Human Sciences; Rational
Animal; Divine Living Being; Servant Living Being.
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Anthropological Foundations of Interpretive Social Science and
Their Sociological Implications

Esmaeil Cheraghi Koutiani £
Modern social science is grounded in specific epistemic and theoretical
foundations that shape its approaches, theories, domains, and
methodologies, distinguishing it from social science and its underlying
principles within the Islamic perspective. One of the primary
epistemological foundations influencing modern social science is the
question of what constitutes a human being and how humans relate to
reality and social forces. This paper attempts to examine the
anthropological foundations of interpretive social science. Data were
collected using documentary and library-based methods, and
subsequently processed through descriptive and analytical approaches.
The findings indicate that interpretive social science regards humans as
autonomous, meaning-making, environment-creating, and calculating
beings with a limited cognitive apparatus, for whom ordinary
consciousness serves as the primary source of information. This
perspective on humans leads to sociological implications, such as the
rejection of a positivist view of social science, a focus on understanding
the motives and intentions of social actors, the lack of explanation for
patterns of unintended consequences, neglect of underlying causes and
mechanisms in analysis, a historical view of identity, one-dimensional
interpretations of humans, and attributing social changes to individual
actors.
Keyword: Social Science, Interpretive, Foundations, Anthropology,
Paradigm.
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Measuring the Compatibility of the “Happiness-Centered”
Approach to the Domain of Religion with Qur’anic Verses and
Islamic Traditions

Safdar Elahi Rad !
Among the various contemporary scholarly theories regarding the domain
of religion, the primacy of human happiness can be regarded as the most
prominent. This theory, grounded in ontological and anthropological
foundations and in the teleology of human creation, conceives the essence
of religion as the exposition of the indispensable path to genuine human
happiness, and, consequently, delineates the domain of religion in
accordance with this essence, namely, the eternal beatitude of humankind.
Scholars such as Mohammad-Taqi Mesbah Yazdi, who count among the
foremost proponents of this perspective, on the basis of this very
conception of the domain of religion, draw a distinction between the
descriptive and normative dimensions of the sciences, thereby excluding
the explanation of natural phenomena and the relations among them and,
consequently, the descriptive accounts of the natural and human sciences
that bear no indispensable impact on genuine human happiness from the
domain of religion. This constriction of the domain of religion in this
perspective has engendered challenges and objections among scholars of
the philosophy of religion. The present study, aiming to align and compare
this theory with the Qur’anic verses and narrations concerning the
delineation of the domain of religion, attempts to evaluate this perspective
using an intra-religious methodology. Demonstrating the conformity of
this perspective with the Qur’anic verses and narrations pertaining to the
domain of religion constitutes the principal finding of this study. This
study, while explicating and analyzing the foundations of this perspective,
has also undertaken a critical evaluation of it. In order to demonstrate the
cogency of this perspective, and in view of certain Qur’anic objections that
have been raised, the most significant verses pertaining to the maximalist
conception of the domain of religion together with the rationale behind the
presence of non-normative verses in the Qur’an have also been subjected
to examination and analysis.
Keywords: Religion; Scope of Religion; Mohammad-Tagi Mesbah-
Yazdi; Descriptive Dimensions of the Sciences; Normative Dimensions
of the Sciences; Centrality of Human Felicity.
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